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විස්සක් ආයුෙබෝ ෙව්වා

During the break, several Samadhi kids and their families went on
exciting, fun-filled trips around the world. Picturesque scenery, treacherous
hikes, gorgeous beaches, and animal encounters are just a few of the many
things that Samadhi kids saw and experienced during the 2015 summer
vacation.
Amindu and Sanuli went to Maine and hiked through Acadia
National Park. Meanwhile, Ryan went to Quebec, Canada. He enjoyed a
picturesque view from Mount-Tremblant. Sarah and her family went on a
long trip, passing through the Bahamas, Texas, Mexico, Belize, and Honduras.
She stopped along the way to view some important monuments. Lasenki,
Sineli, and the Wicks toured Sri Lanka. While in SL, they all participated in
various activities. Lasenki visited Pinnawala Elephant Orphanage, and saw
baby elephants. Sineli visited her relatives and went on a road trip with them,
and the Wicks viewed several historic monuments.
The 2015 summer was exciting and unforgettable. Now it has come
to an end, and it's time to get back to business. The new school year will
bring changes and amazing new experiences, but we can always look
forward to the next summer for more fun trips and activities!

Solve This !
(Popular among many Sri Lankan communities)
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To try this puzzle you MUST make
this.
Take 3 cardboard pieces of 1.5" x
0.5" dimensions (inches). The
exact size does not matter. Fold
each piece in half lengthwise.
Then fold each piece in half the
other way. Keep the creases
together to form an asterisk.
Use a thin cardboard. It can be
easily found in a cracker box, a
Lipton tea box, or a cereal box.

A disobedient girl was grounded!
She cried and cried so her parents
gave her a puzzle to solve to get
out of her punishment.
They told her to make a triangle
shape out of the asterisk
arrangement without moving the
pieces by hand. It was difficult
and she was clueless and could
not solve. She was sad and cried
more. She was finally able to
make the triangle shape. Can
you?
(cannot touch by hands or tools)
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Summer in the Bahamas
I started the summer with a trip to Atlantis
in the Bahamas. We swam with dolphins. It was a
really fun experience. It was really hot in the
Bahamas and that was the perfect weather to
spend time in the beach. We spent hours in the
beach swimming and snorkeling. This was a short
trip, so I was very sad when I had to leave.
However, I knew there will be many places I will
be
visiting
in
the
summer.
Then we went on a cruise from Texas to
Mexico, Belize, and Honduras. . In Mexico we took
a tour to see a Mayan temple. It was called
Chichen Itza and is listed as a UNESCO world
heritage site. The Mayan name "Chichen Itza"
means "at the mouth of the well of the Itza." Itzá is
the name of an ethnic group that became
popular due to politics and other economic
factors in that era.

After the cruise we were on a road trip
from Texas to New Jersey, it was a long trip that
took a whole week. We stopped in few states on
our way home. In Arkansas, we went to Crater
Diamonds State Park. There we were able to
actually dig for diamonds and keep anything we
found. Unfortunately, we didn’t find any
diamonds. In Atlanta, we went to the Coca Cola
factory and sampled all types of soda they make.
We were also given a souvenir glass bottle. In
Florida, we saw crocodiles and went on this really
fun airboat. This ride was a really fast ride. Then we
went on a “Buggy” in a swamp. A buggy is a type
of vehicle used to travel inside a swamp, where
we sit really high on top of a vehicle that has big
wheels, made to drive only in a swamp. In
Tennessee, we visited Great Smoky Mountains
National Park and also hiked a few small trails. This
is a place where I will come back again, and hike
the Appalachian Trail. This trail is 2,200 miles long
and passes through 14 states.
Besides all the places I visited, this was my
first summer in New Jersey. I met some really great
friends. We had so much fun playing together. We
all live on the same block and we go to school on
the same bus. Meeting my friends was really
great.

In Belize, we were taken to Star Fish Island
by boat and on the way to the island we were
given an opportunity to jump into the ocean and
snorkel. At first I was scared, but then once in the
water I was snorkeling like an expert. When we
reached Star Fish Island we were able to touch
starfish. Our final stop was in Honduras. There we
were able to do shopping and take a tour in a
submarine to see the coral and various types of
fish. In that tour, they mentioned that if we don’t
take care of the marine life Mother Nature will hurt
us in the forms of Tsunamis, etc. The guide gave
an example of what happened to Sri Lanka in
2004. We also saw Honduras's cultural dancing
and that was a fun cultural experience.

This was the best summer ever. I was not
bored for any minute, thanks to all the trips and
my great friends. Now it’s time to study and
behave so I can have another great summer next
year.

Sarah Ratnayake (11)
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Vacation in Maine
This year’s summer was a time of great
and fun experiences. My family and I went to
Duke Farm, Manasquan Reservoir, Six Flags, Island
Beach State Park, apple picking, many parks, bike
rides and Maine. My favorite summer activity was
Maine because of all the great nature,
sightseeing and hiking.
It was a ten-hour drive to Maine. On the
way we saw many lakes and ponds and we
crossed many bridges as well as we took some
coastal routes. The sights were amazing. We drove
through New York, Connecticut, Massachusetts
and New Hampshire. When we arrived in Maine,
our first stop was the coastal city of Rockland. We
walked across on a path made of rocks that led
to the Breakwater Lighthouse. When we were
walking, we saw the sky with a lot of beautiful
colors. The sun was already going down. We
didn’t go far, as it was getting dark. So we
decided to come back again to visit the light
house. We still had to drive for two more hours to
get to the hotel in Ellsworth. When we arrived at
the hotel, we were all tired after the long ten-hour
drive. We flopped into bed for a good night's
sleep.
The next day we went to Acadia National
Park. We planned to climb Cadillac Mountain,
which is the highest point in the East Coast. It was
four to five miles long. The nature was beautiful
and the rocks were very steep. At one point, we
had to climb a lot and the rocks were really high.
Each of the family members needed help
climbing on. It took us two hours of hard work to
get to the top and we finally got there. We were
very exhausted and tired. We looked at the
beautiful view far away in the distance. I was
proud that I climbed the tallest point in the east
coast. I couldn’t believe how high we were! When
we finally had full energy, we took an easier path
to go down and it wasn’t hard at all.
The following day we took a beautiful cliff
walk around two to three miles on the south side
of Acadia National Park. We passed many tall
cliffs and views. We stopped to see Thunder Hole.
Thunder Hole would splash water so hard and fast.
Sand Beach was not that far from Thunder Hole.
Sand Beach wasn’t my favorite beach because

of the dead jellyfish. We didn’t spend much time
there because we wanted to see the sunset.
Since we had extra time before the sunset, we
went to see Jordan Pond. The surrounding of
Jordan Pond was beautiful. The water looked so
clean and pure. We had a great time at the pond
as we were hoping. After we visited Jordan Pond
we drove to the top of Cadillac Mountain to see
the sunset. It was so beautiful. The cliff we were on
made the sunset so clear to us. It was a
heartwarming experience. After dinner we drove
to the top of Cadillac Mountain to see the stars. It
was so cold that it felt like winter!
The next day we went on a ship to go
whale watching. We didn’t see many whales due
to the gloomy weather. The ship was rocking side
to side and back and forth. But I did see a whale’s
fin and the top of a whale. We spent about four
hours on the sea and we were dying to get back
to the hotel for a nice rest. Thick gray clouds
covered the whole sky and it started to rain. Once
we got back to the hotel we all had a great
sleep.
The day after the whale watching
experience we packed and started to drive down
to Portland city in Maine to stay at the other hotel.
On the way we stopped by Rockland and walked
across the same rock path that we walked on the
first day of the Maine trip. This time we got to go
the end and walk around that small light house. I
didn’t realize that the cap I bought had the same
light house on it! We saw some crabs and fish in
the sea water. We even saw boats trying to
catch some lobsters. After we arrived at city of
Portland, we went to dinner at a nice restaurant
named DiMillos. It was a restaurant on a floating
boat. The boat slowly rocked couple of times
while we were having dinner. It was pretty cool!
On the last day of our trip, in Portland city
we visited a historic old battlefield and battle fort.
We also stopped at a lighthouse. Then we started
driving back home. When we arrived in
Massachusetts, we spent an hour exploring
Boston. It was a crowded city with lots of traffic.
We passed Freedom Trail and The Boston Science
Museum. I hope to visit the museum another time.
We visited a section of Harvard University. We
finally reached home five hours later. Going to
Maine was a fun experience, especially with
nature.
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My 2015 summer was amazing. This whole
summer I spent time with my family and friends. I
hope next year I will able to visit more places and
it will be even more fun. 2015 summer is something
for me to remember.
Amindu Abeydeera (10)
Enjoys Building Legos,
Playing Soccer, Video
Games, Hikes

What is the odd picture ?

සිංදුවක් හරියටම දැනගනිමු
(ෙදමව්පියන් සඳහා)

මරෙතෝන්ඩිය රටා ඇඳී අෙත් කැකුළු හිෙත්
ෙමොට්ටැක්කිලි තිෙරන් වැසී රටා වැලෙපෙත්
මූක්කු ෙතෝඩි තිරුවංගල් එළියට අත වනනා
රාමලාන් සඳ බලන්න එන්න පාතිමා.....
වාංගු හඬ පූජාෙව් තුන් යමටම ඇෙසනා
තාංගු ෙදයි හීන් දුකක් හිත ළඟ ගුලි ගැහිලා ...

Elephants in Sri Lanka
I went to Pinnawala Elephant Orphanage
while I was in Sri Lanka this year and saw many
Asian elephants. When the elephants go to take a
bath in the river, they walk in a line. There was a
baby elephant that walked in the front of the line.
They walked across the road to get to the river.
The elephants guarded the baby elephant
because he or she was around lot of people. The
elephants splashed around and played with each
other. The baby elephant was falling down in the
river and when it tried to get up it fell over and
over a few times. When the baby moved, the
others also moved with the baby. While bathing,
elephants get brushed by the people who take
care of them. I saw some elephants were with
chains. They were the stubborn ones. Some
elephants were on the other side of the river
rolling in the sand. I saw some elephants using
their trunk to spray water on themselves. There
were only a few elephants with tusks.
Most Asian elephants are dark grey. Asian
elephants have small ears. Elephants eat leaves
and drink milk. Water is one place that elephants
like to hang out. Most elephants in the world live in
Africa and Asia. Elephants are huge. If you ever
see an elephant, make sure it does not chase
you.

එළු රෑෙන් වැලි පාෙර් පිය සටහන් මකලා
මුන්දානිය ෙගළ එතුණා නුඹ ෙගයි සිර කරලා ...
මරෙතෝන්ඩිය - henna - මරතුන්ඩි ගස් වර්ගයක්.
ඒවාෙය් ෙකොළ ෙපොඩි කරලා අල්ෙල් සහ මුහුෙණ්
තබා ලස්සන රටා මවන්න පුළුවන්.
ෙමොට්ටැක්කිලි - මුහුණු ආවරණය
මූක්කු - නාසය
මූක්කු ෙතෝඩි - නාසෙය් පළඳන ආභරණය
තිරුවංගල් - කෙන් පළඳින කරාබුව
වාංගු - ඉස්ලාම් පල්ලිෙය් ෙද්ව යාතිකා (කැඳවීම්)
එළු රෑෙන් වැලි පාෙර් - කුඩා දරුවන් දැරිවියන්
එළුවන් දක්කාෙගන ෙසල්ලෙම් ෙයදීම
මඩකලපුව, පුත්තලම පැති වල සාමාන\ දර්ශනයකි.
මුන්දානිය - ෙබල්ල හරහා දමන සාටකය
තාංගු ෙදයි - යම් ජලාශයක ජලය එහා ෙමහා ෙනොයා
එක තැන සිරවී තිෙබන විට නුවර කලාවිෙය් වැසියන්
ජලය තාංගු ෙදනවා යැයි කියනවා.

Lasenki Wijegunawardhana
(7)
Enjoys Swimming and
Dancing
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My Vacation Trip to MontTremblant
This summer, I went to Mont-Tremblant
resort in Quebec, Canada, close to Montreal.
Mont-Tremblant is a small village in a mountainous
area. In the wintertime, this place is used as a sky
resort. In the summer, they convert the place into
an interesting summer resort. There are many
restaurants and hotels inside the resort. We stayed
in a hotel inside the village, so everything was
close by.

Most of the attractions are in a walking
distance. In fact, you do not even have to walk.
You can take a Gondola ride to climb the
mountain and come back. A Gondola is a cable
driven cart with two seats and glass windows,
carrying about 6 people. It takes about 10 minutes
to get to the middle of the mountain, and about
another 10 minutes to the top of the mountain,
while enjoying the panoramic view. The view from
the top of the mountain was great. When you
look out from the top of the mountain, you could
even see the clouds not very far away. I thought
this was really cool because I never really
experienced something just like that.

bike rides (rentals available), boat rides, rock
climbing, zip lines, mini golf, cinemas, a bird
sanctuary, swimming, tennis and so on. My
favorite attraction was a ride called the Luge
(which means sled or sledge in English). The Luge
is like a go-cart ride except the only thing that
makes the cart you ride in move is gravity. First,
you are taken to the top of a small mountain
where the ride starts. To get there, you again use
a cable ride up, but you just sit on an open skybench, not a covered cart like a Gondola. You
get in the go-cart and follow the path down the
mountain on the ride. The path is about two cars
wide. This downhill ride is full of sharp curves and
rapid descending straight paths. This ride could go
quite fast, I would estimate it to be up to 25 MPH. I
was racing with my brother, Kevin. Well, the little
kids were riding very slowly with their parents. We,
of course, overtook them. I enjoyed this ride very
much. We did many rides, and I hope to be able
to go back and do it again.
Quebec is a very French dominated
place, meaning that most people there speak
French as their first language. We walked around
a bit in Montreal as well.
This trip was an
interesting experience because I got to see how
many French people live their lives and how they
do things differently than me.

I really enjoyed my trip to Mont-Tremblant in
Quebec. I experienced things that I don’t think I
could’ve seen anywhere else.

This resort has many attractions; some
adventurous and some for leisure. These include

Ryan Fernando (13)
Enjoys Soccer and Scouting
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Sri Lanka - Grand Tour
Our vacation to Sri Lanka in 2015 was
comprised of three main trips – one down south,
one to the middle, and one to the northeastern
coast.
The most memorable part of the southern
tour was definitely the Yala safari. We spotted a
lot of animals, but the best part by far was the
rare sighting of a leopard. Coming in a close
second would be our encounter with a wild
elephant roaming the road, coming within five
feet of our jeep! That was an experience we will
never forget. We also went on a safari in
Udawalawe, home of the elephants. We were
surprised to see about fifty orphaned baby
elephants living in the Udawalawe orphanage.
We watched them being fed by handlers. Later,
we headed to Bundala National Park, where we
saw and identified over 20 varieties of birds. We
were both surprised and amused to see beeeaters posing for pictures! It was almost as if they
wanted attention. Bundala Park is gradually
getting devoured by an invasive weed, කලපු
අන්දර, which threatens the appearance of
immigrant birds, who are the main visitors to the
park.

Going to Arugam Bay was very relaxing
and enjoyable. We spent a night there to watch
the sunrise and enjoy the waves. Another place
we visited was Ran Mini Thenna Telecinema
Village, where we were able to see cities made of
Styrofoam and village huts that were used as sets
for movies and teledramas. In Tangalle, we visited
the Hummanaya, which is reputed to be the
second largest natural blowhole in the world. In

the midst of all these fun activities, we also visited
temples and ruins such as Weherahena,
Thissamaharama, Katharagama Devale, Kiri
Vehera, Buduruwagala, Muhudu Maha Vihara,
Demata
Mal
Vihara,
Maligavila,
and
Wewurukannala. While visiting the Sithul Pawwa
temple, we got the opportunity to feed a wild
tusker. Additionally, we visited Mahapalessa Hot
Springs, Hambanthota Harbor, Maththala Airport
and cricket stadium and Kirinda. We went to see
the tomb of Andare and Gajaman Nona’s
memorial statue.

Our second trip was to Horton Plains. Just
before starting our hike, we encountered a wild
sambar by the entrance to the park. Halfway
through, it started to rain, and we were glad that
we packed raincoats and umbrellas. Although we
could not see a picturesque scene at World’s End,
the thick mist blocking our view gave us the
unique sensation that we really were standing at
the edge of the world. At Baker’s Falls, we spent
some time admiring the scenic view before
completing the remainder of our nine-kilometer
trek.
Some other adventures in the central
highlands included driving up Piduruthalagala, the
highest mountain in Sri Lanka, and visiting Victoria
Gardens, which were conveniently located right in
the heart of Nuwara Eliya. We toured Hakgala
Gardens, which was like an arboretum. It was
much different from the flower-filled Victoria
Gardens.
After driving through Seetha Eliya,
Haputale, Balangoda, and Rakwana, we arrived
in the Sinharaja rainforest. Before we began our
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journey, we wore anti-leech socks. While hiking in
Sinharaja, we saw and heard a numerous amount
of birds. We were astonished to hear from our
guide that bird flocks in Sinharaja are made up of
several different species of birds that move
together to feed. Each species lives on one of five
levels of the forest, from the canopy to the floor.
These feeding flocks are typically protected and
led by the Great Crested Drongo (කවුඩා) and the
Red-Faced Malkoha, while the Orange-Billed
Babbler keeps the flock together in one place.
We all had fun trying to spot the birds, who were
very good at being heard but not seen. We saw a
harmless snake (ඇහැටුල්ලා), a venomous snake
(පලා-ෙපොෙළොඟා),
a
perfectly
camouflaged
chameleon, and several leeches before arriving
at the research center. When we were there, we
had the rare opportunity to see three Blue
Magpies (කැහි ෙබල්ලා) at once. We were even
able to hand feed them! We also saw how a වළි
කිකිළි protects her chicks by hiding them under her
wings. To round off our twelve-kilometer hike, we
detoured slightly to see a giant Nawada (නවද)
tree, which was about 45 meters tall.

In Rathnapura, we went to a gem
museum, where we saw polished gems as well as
the raw material from which they came. It was
hard to believe that such beautiful crystals could
be sculpted from what appeared to be normal
rocks. Before heading home, we climbed a set of
steep stairs to see Diva Guhava(දිවා ගුහාව), and we
went by Boopath Ella(ෙබෝපත් ඇල්ල).
Our grandparents, uncles, aunts and
cousins joined us for the trip to Trinco. Our first
adventure was snorkeling in Pigeon Island. We
saw lots of fish and colorful coral. We even had a
special opportunity to go see the coral reefs in the

front waters of the island. It was about a one-hour
snorkeling trip. We even saw a shark! Afterwards,
we spent the entire afternoon on Nilaweli Beach.
We visited Nalanda Gedige (නාලන්ද ෙගඩිෙග්), Alu
Vihara (අලු විහාරය), Gadaladeniya (ගඩලාෙදණිය),
Lankathilaka (ලංකාතිලක), and Embekke (ඇම්බැක්ෙක්)
Devalaya during our stay in Matale.

We also went to see the Kandy Perahera!
We enjoyed seeing the whip-wielders, dancers,
stilt-walkers, and ගිනි ෙබෝල rotators, but the
entertainment grew monotonous after the first
hour or so, and we felt that it was almost too long.
There were about seventy elephants in total! The
next day, we drove back after a quick stop at the
Seruwila(ෙසේරුවිල) chaithya.
One of the most unique experiences we
had in Sri Lanka was the annual kite festival at
Galle Face. We were awed at all the different
shapes, sizes, and colors of the kites named
ෙමොනරා, වවුලා, මාලුවා, ෙකොම්බුව, නයා, and ඉබ්බා. Some
of the kites were twenty feet tall! Some were
made with unique natural materials like puwak
fibers. Our personal favorites were the kites
shaped like a boat, a peacock, and a skeleton.
During our thirty-day stay we were lucky
enough to see three musical concerts and two
stage dramas. Musical concerts were by Victor
Rathnayaka, TM, and the lyricist Sunil R. Gamage.
We enjoyed some songs but others were boring.
However, our favorite shows were by far were
“රත්මලී” and “ගමරාළ දිව\ ෙලෝෙකට” by the late Mrs.
Somalatha Subasinghe. The plays were easy to
understand for children, but were enjoyable for
adults as well. Our dad went to see සාදය මාරයි සල්ලි
හමාරයි and he seemed to like it.
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visited the Ambalangoda Mask Museum,
workshop, and mask store. We saw the longest
reclining Buddha statue in Southeast Asia in
Galgoda Viharaya. We also went to a turtle
hatchery, where we held baby turtles and
touched turtle eggs. At Kaluthara temple, we got
the opportunity to see the hollow chaitya, which
was designed by Dr. Kulasinghe.
At Battaramulla Ape Gama, we saw what
life would be like in a traditional Sri Lankan village.
We ate Helapa and our dad drank Beli Mal out of
a ෙපොල් කට්ට. After that, we went to the Floating
Market, but there wasn’t really much to see under
the midday sun. When you are in the area, දියත
උයන in ඇතුල්ෙකෝට්ෙට් is a nice place to stop by.
They had a food court, a plant sale and fish tanks.
Some other fun activities in Colombo were
seeing the movie Minions in 3D, visiting the jail cell
of the last king of Sri Lanka, and visiting the
Gangarama temple. We thought that the
Gangarama temple was more of a museum than
a temple.

We also went to Water World in Kelaniya,
where we saw lots of colorful fish, jellyfish, lobsters,
shrimp, and some sharks. Water World has an
underwater tunnel. It is also one of the few places
in Sri Lanka that can be compared to Western
standards. In Water World, there was also a bird
park, which housed many species of parrots, a
few emus, and an ostrich. Later, we went to
Guruge Park. It was like a combination of Water
World and Ape Gama, but lacked the quality, so
we lost interest.
We toured of Madu Ganga by boat. We
passed through a forest of mangroves in
Balapitiya lagoon. At a fish farm, we put our legs
in the water and had swarms of fish exfoliate our
feet by nibbling them! It tickled at first, but hurt a
little too. After we got used to the sensation, it
began to feel like a relaxing massage. It was a
one-of-a-kind experience that we enjoyed the
most! We also saw a demonstration of how
cinnamon is made. Following a seafood lunch, we

Our trips around the island gave us all a
good idea of how diverse Sri Lanka is, especially
considering its size.
However, the lack of
restrooms, difficulty driving, mosquitos, sweltering
heat, language barrier, and lack of accessibility
would discourage foreign tourists from visiting.
The next time we visit Sri Lanka, we would
love to go whale watching, white water rafting at
Kithulgala, and hiking Siri Pada. Our list will
probably also include scuba diving and a few
secluded mountain hikes.

Kavindya Wickramasinghe (15)
Kithmy Wickramasinghe (13)
Kasuni Wickramasinghe (11)
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Indian Poems to Sinhala Songs
උඩඟු ළියන් ෙගොතා බඳින - නීල වරළ
සරසන්නට
මා පිපුෙණ් නැත ෙම් ෙදරෙණ්
The Yearning of a Flower (Pushp Ki Abhilasha) by Makhan Lal Chaturvedi (hindi poem)
Desireth not to be on the young lass’
Tresses…living twice all over,
Desireth not to be in a garland
Binding, enticing young lovers,

අඳුරු කුටිය තුල ෙදොරගුලූ ලාෙගන
ගයන ගීතිකා යදින යාතිකා ... ෙදවියන් හට
නෑෙසේ
From Rabindranath Tagore's Gitnjali
Leave this chanting and singing and telling of
beads!
Whom dost thou worship in this lonely dark corner
of a temple with doors all shut?
Open thine eyes and see thy God is not before
thee!

Desireth not to rest on the mortals
Of Emperors – aren’t we equally God’s own?
Desireth not to be on the heads of Gods
To take pride in mere fortune,

He is there where the tiller is tilling the hard ground
and where the path maker is breaking stones.
He is with them in sun and in shower, and his
garment is covered with dust.
Put of thy holy mantle and even like him come
down on the dusty soil!

Pick me out, O Gardener!
Strew me on the path that the Brave tread
To sacrifice for Motherland!
Let me, in obeisance, bow my head!

Deliverance?
Where is this deliverance to be found?
Our master himself has joyfully taken upon him the
bonds of creation; he is bound with us all forever.

http://creative.sulekha.com/the-yearning-of-aflower_219472_blog

....... Continued.

පටු අදහස් නම් පවුරින් ෙලෝකය
කැබලි වලට ෙනොෙබදී

සන්නාලියෙන් සන්නාලියෙන් ෙම් හිමිදිරි උදෙය්
සන්ෙතෝෙසන් ඔබ හිනැහී හිනැහී කාටද ඇඳුම
වියන්ෙන්

From Rabindranath Tagore's Gitnjali
Where the mind is without fear and the head is
held high
Where knowledge is free
Where the world has not been broken up into
fragments by narrow domestic walls
Where words come out from the depth of truth
Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards
perfection
Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its
way into the dreary desert sand of dead habit
Where the mind is led forward by thee into
ever-widening thought and action--Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my
country awake.
http://www.sacredtexts.com/hin/tagore/gitnjali.htm

From Sarojini Naidu poem
Indian Weavers
WEAVERS, weaving at break of day,
Why do you weave a garment so gay? . . .
Blue as the wing of a halcyon wild,
We weave the robes of a new-born child.
Weavers, weaving at fall of night,
Why do you weave a garment so bright? . . .
Like the plumes of a peacock, purple and
green,
We weave the marriage-veils of a queen.
Weavers, weaving solemn and still,
What do you weave in the moonlight chill? . . .
White as a feather and white as a cloud,
We weave a dead man's funeral shroud.
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My 2015 Summer Vacation
This year, summer was a blast! I had tons of
fun. I had so many playdates, I couldn't even
keep track! My family and I went on some
fascinating trips. Duke Farm was a nice place to
visit. In Duke Farm, we saw the old foundation.
The old foundation was built for the very big
mansion that Mr. Duke wanted to build. But the
mansion was never completed. We saw lots of
beautiful flowers. My favorite flowers were orchids.
We also saw a small water fall named The Great
Falls. There was an old hay barn, but it did not
have any hay. Actually, it’s a place where they
kept statues. The best part of the trip was the
tram. We took the tram to get to each place in
Duke Farm. It was a cool day at Duke's Farm.
Another day we went on a walk through
Manasquan Reservoir. When we were walking
around the lake, we saw a fallen tree very close
to land and a bunch of rocks. We had fun
climbing rocks and walking on the tree branches.
We heard birds chirping. We walked on a bridge.
We could even go under the bridge! Then we
found some really cool rocks. So we started to
collect the rocks. The coolest thing we saw were
baby swans playing in the water. The mother
swan was protecting the baby swans while the
father swan was finding food for them. It was
amazing!
I also went for apple and peach picking. I
got to eat many apples and peaches. I picked
Gala, Golden Delicious, Jonamac apples and
tasty peaches. The best part was that we got free
wagon rides. The wagon ride was so fun. I wanted
to go back again. On the wagon ride we could sit
down, relax, and enjoy the sunshine.
I went to the beach and many parks this
summer. At the beach I had lots of fun riding on a
boogie board and playing with the sand. I liked
Monmouth Battlefield state park and Holmdel
Park a lot. I had fun with bike riding, flying kites,
nature walks and much more. There was an
animal farm. I saw people were milking the cows.
That was a cool thing to watch! We also went to
many barbecues.
The best trip we went this summer was
going to Maine. It was the most spectacular trip

ever! This year was a great year. I liked my
summer vacation a lot!!

Sanuli Abeydeera (7)
Enjoys
soccer,
video
games, hiking, reading, art
and craft

ෙනෝනා නාන්න නම් නාන්න ෙනෝනා
ෙනෝනා නාන්න නම් නාන්න ෙනෝනා
ෙනෝනා ෙනො නා ෙනො නා ෙන්න්න ෙනෝනා
නෑ නා නානු නාන්ෙන්
නා නා නානු නාන්ෙන්
නෑනා නා ෙනෝ ෙන්නෙන්
නෑනා ෙනොනා ෙන්න්ෙන්
නෑෙනෝ ෙනෝනි ෙන්නෙන්
නෑෙනෝ ෙනෝනා නාන්ෙන්
ෙනෝෙන් නෑෙන් නාන්ෙන්
නෑනා නානුෙන නාන්ෙන්
ෙත්රුම එම්බා ෙනෝන, ඔබට නෑමට අදහසක් තිෙබ් නම්
නාන්න. ෙනො නා නම් ෙමහි එන්නම එපා. නෑනා නානු
නායි. නානා ද නානු නායි. නෑනාෙණනි, ෙනොනා නම්
ෙමහි එන්නම එපා. නෑෙන්, ෙනෝනි ෙනොඑයි. ෙනොනි
නාන්ෙන් නැති හැටි. ෙනෝෙන්, නෑෙන් නාන්ෙන්.
නෑනා නම් නානු නායි.
පසුබිම කව් සිළුමිෙණ් ෙම් කවිය ඇසුරින් මහාචාර්ය සුනිල්
ආරියරත්න විසින් ෙමම ගීතය පබන්ධ කර ඇත.
නා නී නූ ෙන් නී - නන් නී නෑ නා නා
නනු නන නී නන් නී - ෙන් නී නා නින් නී
එහි ෙත්රුම අෙන්ක වූ නාග නා නීප වෘක්ෂ නැමී ගති. ෙනොෙයක්
නදීන් හි වූ නාග නායකෙයෝය(හස්ති රාජෙයෝය).
ෙනොෙයක් තැනින් උපන්නා වූ ජලය ෙනොෙයක්
නදීහුත් ෙබොෙහෝ නදී නායකෙයෝත් පහත් බිම් කරා
ගියහ.
(විවිධ මූලාශ ඇසුෙරනි)
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A trip to a Tropical
Paradise, Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka is a small island shaped like a
pear in the Indian Ocean. We took a long flight
that was about twenty hours long to get there.
When we were about to land from the air, the first
thing I saw was coconut trees. Even though I have
visited Sri Lanka 3 times earlier, I had forgotten
how it looked, because I was four years old or
younger.
I have lots of relatives in Sri Lanka. My aunt
and uncle (Loku Punchi and Bappa) were the
ones who came to pick us up from the airport,
and our home base was their place during our
stay. We went to visit other relatives or they came
to visit us. Most of them have a cat or a dog or
both, which I was very happy about.
Since Sri Lanka is a tropical country there
are a lot of yummy tropical fruits. Rambutan, olive,
passion fruit, katu lovi, guava, mango, pineapple,
avocado and gal siyambala were some of my
favorites. Most of these fruits were picked from our
backyard or family members brought them. My
favorite drink is young king coconut called
“thambili” in native language. It is a type of
coconut with an orange shell.

Few days after resting, we went to a resort
named Marble Beach in Trincomalee for a couple
of days. It was the cleanest beach that I have
ever seen. The sand was butter colored and the
water was crystal clear. I spent a lot of time
swimming and collecting sea shells. From there,
we went to the navy museum and navy harbor.
From there, we took a boat ride inside the harbor.
By the time it was over, sprinkled sea water had
left powdery salt on me. We then went to Nilaweli
and Pigeon Island still in Trincomalee. My favorite
part in Pigeon Island was snorkeling. I snorkeled
and saw 65 beautifully colored fish and coral. On
the way back to my aunt’s place we saw a herd

of wild elephants about 20 meters away from the
main road.
Another beach that we went to in Sri
Lanka was the beach in Negombo. We saw lots of
people flying kites there.
Since the days flew by so quickly we could
not go to see all our relatives. So, my parents
decided that we should invite all our relatives to
join a road trip to Wasgamuwa, Anuradhapura
and Polonnaruwa for three days. In Wasgamuwa,
we stayed in Mahaweli cabin. My parents rented
a couple of safari jeeps and went looking for wild
animals. The dirt roads were bumpy and the shrub
branches sometimes got inside the jeeps. All of a
sudden the guide asked us to be extra quiet and
he stopped the jeep. What I saw then was
amazing. There was a herd of wild elephants
waiting to cross the road about 10m away from
us. We waited quietly for them to cross. It was so
quiet we could even hear a pin drop. The
elephants were about to cross when their leader
raised its trunk and leg, at the same time giving
some kind of a signal to the herd. Then all of the
elephants backed away, probably sensing that
we were there. We also saw eagles, peacocks,
deer, rabbits and lots of birds.
The next day we went to Polonnaruwa to
see the rock shrine which has four sculptures
carved into it. The first sculpture is seated Buddha.
The next is carved into a cave. In between the
cave and the tall standing sculpture is a large
inscription of king Parakramabahu. The standing
figure is 7 meters high. The figure lying on his side is
the last sculpture of the group.
In Anuradhapura we saw many more
shrines and ruins. The ruins indicate a proud history
of Sri Lanka. The ancient kings had built a lot of
shrines for Buddhists, and it seems like that they
have ruled the country based on Buddhism.
Even though there are many more
interesting places to visit, we were unable to
cover all during this visit. I can’t wait until next time
to go back to Sri Lanka and enjoy another
vacation with my family.

Sineli Bombuwala (9)
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Bahamas Beach

Jasmine Seneviratne (10)

ෙම් කවිය මතකද ?
(ෙදමව්පියන් සඳහා)

Enjoys Swimming, Drawing
and Writing

Hints to Quiz
(if you need exact answer, please submit an article)

What is the odd picture
In all the criteria what is the picture that does not
get eliminated?
Making a Triangle without touching
Pay close attention to the story.
At the end you will get this.

ෙපොත්ත ෙබ්රුණු කැහැටු ෙසෝමට
මැගී ඇලිසා මැංචි තුන්ෙදන
ෙකොට්ට යකෙඩන් කැඩුණු නිකටට
ගසාලා ටිකකින් ෙලඩක් ෙදන
හද්ද ෙකොළඹට ආස ඇති ඇන්ටිෙග් බිනරිට
රසෙය-රස ෙදන
රිද්දවාලා පැන්නලූ රත්තරන් මුද්දත්
රැෙගන නන්දන

